Subungual melanoma of the hand.
Thirteen patients with subungual melanoma on the fingers had a mean delay before diagnosis of 1.2 years. Four patients presented with local recurrence after inadequate initial treatment and two presented with systemic metastases. Mean primary subungual melanoma thickness was 6.1 mm. and nine patients had Clark level IV or V disease. All patients underwent digital amputation. Two of seven patients who had localised disease initially are alive at 29 and 44 months. One of four patients who had locally recurrent melanoma is alive at 36 months. Both patients with systemic disease at presentation died. Advanced disease and delayed presentation contributed to the poor prognosis of subungual melanoma in our patients.